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Chapter Excerpt: Preface |17|
For a century only squadrons of war or semi-official expeditions with large financial support were able to invade the South Sea, and at no time were pirates on the west coast anywhere near as numerous as in the Caribbean. Of those who made the attempt some few were fabulously successful, but more returned empty-handed, and many did not return at all. From the Spanish records we get a point of view sharply contrasting with the English and other sources, that of the often defenseless Spanish and mestizo sailors and settlers who came between the pirates and their booty. To the inhabitant of the west coast of New Spain piracy was a scourge which affected him in a very personal way, and he could scarcely be blamed for looking on the pirates as unprincipled thieves and scoundrels to be dealt with harshly when the opportunity was presented.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter Excerpt: The Buccaneers |164|

Meanwhile Swan and Townley, with 340 men in their two ships and two small prizes, decided to cruise northward for the Manila galleon. While still at Realejo they were afflicted by the same epidemic fever which struck Davis and the others. However they could not linger in a hostile and populous country, and on September 13, 1685, they hoisted sail and headed westerly up the coast. In early October Townley went ashore with 106 men near Tehuantepec to look for provisions, but they were set upon by two hundred Spaniards and Indians. Dampier (who was not in the landing party) says that the Spaniards were quickly repulsed "and made greater speed back than they had done forward." [60] The Spanish account states laconically that the pirates "were forced to go elsewhere." [61] No one seems to have been hurt. On October 13 the pirate fleet dropped anchor in the now deserted port of Guatulco. Here they remained over a week while the sick were taken ashore, and Townley led rummaging parties into the interior. On one of them they visited an Indian village, probably Santa  María Guatulco, but they saw no Spaniards. During their stay the pirates mended their sails, filled the water casks, cut wood |165| for the ships' fires, and caught turtles. They sailed from Guatulco on October 22. [62] 

Recovered from their fever, the buccaneers beat up along the coast behind their piraguas, which were sent ahead to try to take prisoners. From November 1 to 6 the pirate fleet called at Puerto Angel, where they found a deserted cattle "estancia" two leagues away. The men gorged themselves on beef, pork, and chickens, and took a few provisions back to the ships. Two of the canoes reached Acapulco about the end of October and were seen there by the Spaniards. [63] On their return to join the ships the piraguas had made two landings through the heavy surf. The first was at the mouth of a river, probably the Ometepec, where they filled their water casks before an audience of Spaniards, who fired at them. The second landing was at a lagoon in which the pirates were trapped for two days, when the Spaniards stationed themselves at the outlet. [64] 

On November 13 the buccaneers went ashore in force in the estuary of the Ometepec River, and drove off a large body of Spaniards who were waiting behind an improvised breastwork. A foraging party here took a mulatto prisoner who told them about a ship recently arrived at Acapulco, and Townley conceived the ambition to take her as |166| a prize, being dissatisfied with his own vessel. [65] In the evening of November 17, within sight of the Paps of Acapulco, Townley put off with 140 men in twelve canoes, and the following day he landed at Puerto Marqués. During the night of November 19-20 the pirates rowed across to the inner harbor of Acapulco and found the desired prize anchored directly beneath the castle of San Diego. It was clearly impossible to cut the ship out without being blasted by the fort, so Townley contented himself with getting a good view of the town and castle in the early dawn before returning aboard his vessel. [66] The pirates closely followed the shore west of Acapulco, making a raid on the village of Petatlán, passing Zihuatanejo (November 23), and calling at Ixtapa, where they secured some beef and took a mule train with a quantity of provisions. Swan kept as a servant a mulatto boy he captured at Ixtapa. [67]

Meanwhile in Mexico City the viceroy had been informed of the pirates' activities and took steps to defend the Manila galleon. He ordered Admiral Isidro Atondo y Antillon, who had just returned from a pearling expedition to Lower California, to go out in his little "balandra" and escort the ship expected from China. [See Note ** Atondo-Kino Expedition to Lower  California] Atondo sailed from Matanchel on November 25 and crossed in only three 

[Image |167| Captain Swan's "Cygnet" at Ixtapa From a contemporary engraving. 
|168| Blank. Image |169| Ambush of Swan's Raiders Near Senticpac From a contemporary engraving. |170| Blank.]

|171| days to Cape San Lucas, where the Manila galleon "Santa Rosa" had just arrived, an amazing coincidence. The two vessels crossed the mouth of the gulf, reaching Salagua on December 8, Zihuatanejo on the 18th, and Acapulco on the 20th. [68] How they managed to avoid Swan and Townley, whom they must have passed just south of Salagua, is a mystery. Possibly they slipped by each other during the night of December 9-10. In Mexico the galleon's escape was considered a miracle. 

The pirate fleet went in to Salagua on December 11, and the next morning two hundred men landed and routed a "large" war party on the beach. Here they took prisoners who disclosed some helpful information about the countryide, but made no mention of the fact that the Manila ship had been in this same bay just three days before. Clearly the buccaneers lacked a good interrogator. Still sanguine with the thought of capturing this rich prize, they sailed from Salagua on December 16 and strung out their ships for a distance of ten leagues off Cape Corrientes. Four of Townley's canoes were sent in to Valle de Banderas to look for provisions. This landing party skirmished with some Spaniards, losing four men and killing eighteen of the enemy. On December 28 the pirates had to abandon their blockade and run down to Chamela Bay for water and wood, leaving Townley ashore with sixty men to rummage the countryside. The |172| fleet returned northward and entered Valle de Banderas on January 11, 1686. [69] 

After spending six days at Banderas, killing and salting beef in sight of "great Companies" of Spaniards, the buccaneers split into two groups. Swan and his men, assuming now that the Manila ship had escaped them while they were busy taking on provisions, rather unreasonably laid all the blame on Townley for having wasted time in Acapulco when they could have been victualing. Swan wanted to raid the coast northward, while Townley was for returning south. The two captains parted ways on January 17 and sailed from Banderas Bay, each with one ship and a small bark, Swan with two hundred men and Townley with 120. [70] From the pirates' point of view, Swan's cruise north from Cape Corrientes was a serious mistake. On January 30, 1686, his ships anchored behind the islands of Mazatlán (misnamed "Islands Chametly" but clearly identified by Dampier). Here Swan took a hundred men in canoes for about thirty leagues northward along the coast. They landed at several points, but found that there were no rich mines or towns as they had expected. To the contrary, the cattle had been driven inland and the whole countryside was at arms. On February 12, eighty pirates landed at the mouth of |173 | the Chametla (Baluarte) River and marched to Rosario, where they stole eighty or ninety bushels of maize. Seventy men were sent into Rio Grande de Santiago on the twenty-first, and from a prisoner they heard of the town of Senticpac fifteen miles inland. Swan, still badly in need of supplies for his voyage across the Pacific, went with 140 men in eight canoes up the river and marched overland, taking Senticpac without resistance on February 26. They found a good supply of maize and began to transfer it on horses to the canoes. While they were doing this a large party of Spaniards carried out an ambush and succeeded in killing fifty of the buccaneers, one-fourth of Swan's entire force. The forlorn survivors returned to their canoes and paddled down to the waiting ships. [71] 

On March 3 Swan left the mainland and set course for Lower California. However, he was driven back to the Tres  Marías Islands, where he spent almost three weeks (March 17-April 5) at the east end of  María Magdalena careening his two vessels. They returned to Valle de Banderas to take on water, and on April 10, 1686, the pirate ships cleared Cape Corrientes and began the long voyage across the Pacific. [72]|

After parting company with Swan, Townley was seen off Zacatula early in February, 1686. [73] A few days later, twenty leagues from Acapulco, he set his prisoners ashore and burned his smaller ship. Perhaps she was in bad condition, or he no longer needed her with such a reduced crew. Four of Townley's men were captured by the Spaniards somewhere along this coast and were taken to Mexico City the following April. [74] The next notice we have of Townley is when he arrived off Nicoya in March, 1686.

Chapter Excerpt: Conclusion |239|

During the 167 years (1575-1742) to which this study has been limited, available records indicate that at least twenty-five armed expeditions of foreign interlopers, ranging in size from one to eleven vessels, reached the Pacific shores of Central America or Mexico. Of them, twelve were English, five Dutch, four French, and four of mixed or doubtful nationality. Usually their arrival in these waters was the final stage of a cruise up the west coast of South America, although four expeditions reached New Spain after crossing the north Pacific, and four were composed entirely or in part of buccaneers who marched overland from the Caribbean. Of the twenty-five, seven were armed contraband traders, nine were privateers or ships of war, and nine were unlawful pirate cruises.

 Comparative estimates of loot taken and damage |240| done to the Spanish colonies are difficult to arrive at, but the following table will give an idea of the relative success of the more important expeditions. 

Expedition	 			Prizes Taken		Plunder		Comments
						[17]				[18]
Oxenham (1576)	 		(2) 				Nil	 		Captured by Spaniards
Drake (1579)				 3 				Slight 		Rich prize in Peru
Cavendish (1587)			 6 				Large 		Took Manila galleon
de Lint (1600)			 2 				Slight
Speilbergen (1615)	 	 1 				Slight 		Defeated Spanish fleet in Peru	
Schapenham (1624)	 	 0 				Nil
Morgan (1671)			 5 				Large 		Sacked Panamá
Sharp et al. (1680-81)		14 				Large 		More loot in Peru
Buccaneers (1684-90) 	18 				Large
Dampier (1704)			 7 				Slight 		Repulsed by Manila galleon
Rogers (1709-10)			 1 				Large 		Took Manila galleon
Charpes (1713)			 5 				? 
Clipperton (1715 ?)		 0				Nil	 		Captured by Spaniards
Shelvocke (1721)		 	 3 				Slight 		More loot in Peru
Anson (1741-42) 			 1 				Nil 			Took Manila galleon in Philippines 

[17] Between the Gulf of Panamá and California.
[18] Relative quantity, between the Gulf of Panamá and California. |241|

Piracy on the Pacific side of America never reached the proportions that it assumed in the Caribbean. The difficulties of getting there and returning, and the problems of securing provisions, were often overwhelming. Furthermore, the west coast of Central America and Mexico was not a very profitable cruising ground for pirates or privateers, unless they were fortunate and strong enough to take a silver shipment from Peru, or a Manila galleon. The Pacific coast of South America was somewhat more accessible and had more local shipping and coastal towns with a certain amount of wealth.

Although a cruise on the west coast of New Spain was often an unprofitable venture for pirates, their raids caused the Spaniards a great deal of inconvenience and financial loss. Loot taken away was only a small part of the damage. The value to Spain of the ships sunk, towns burned, agriculture and commerce destroyed and inhibited, and other direct and indirect effects of these raids ascended to many millions of pesos. While it is true that relatively little was done to fortify Pacific ports or protect shipping, still the threat of aggression caused the Spaniards to go to considerable trouble and expense. Whenever word arrived of the presence of a foreign enemy in the Pacific, although the alarm often proved to be false, the placid life of the viceroyalty was replaced by turmoil. Soldiers had to be equipped and provisioned and sent down |242| to the coast, and ships fitted out and sent off on always hazardous and costly voyages. Construction of the original castle at Acapulco cost 142,000 pesos, and the maintenance of permanent garrisons there and elsewhere along the coast was a constant drain on the royal revenues. The fortifications at Panama, and the maintenance of an armada for convoying silver shipments from Peru, resulted in another heavy expense to the crown. One reason for the inflated prices of Chinese goods and the consequent high cost of living in New Spain and Peru was the potential danger of an enemy attack on the Manila galleon.

Perhaps the most permanent effect of piracy on the west coast of Mexico was an indirect one brought about by the reiterated order forbidding or discouraging colonization of the coastal region. The long stretches of deserted seashore, including much fertile territory which still lies unfilled and abandoned, may well be partly the result of this old colonial policy intended to discourage pirate visits.
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Notes - Chapter Excerpt: The Buccaneers 
[60] Dampier, op. ext., 163.
[61] Robles, "Diario", II, p. 104.
[62] Dampier, op. cit., 163-166. 
[63] Robles, op. cit., II, p. 105.
[64] Dampier, op. cit., 166-169
[65] Ibid., 169-170. 
[66] Ibid., 170-172. 
[67] Ibid., 172-175. Robles, "Diario", II, p. 106, says that news of an enemy off Colima reached Mexico City on November 19. Perhaps the pirates had sent canoes ahead.
[68] Letter from viceroy, March 28, 1686, in "México" 55, AGI.
[69] Dampier, op. cit., 177-181. 
[70] lbid., 181-182.
[71] Ibid., 182-189. Basil Ringroie, the chronicler of Sharp's expedition, was one of those killed. Cf. Robles, "Diario", II, p. 116. The latter says Swan had released twenty prisoners before this battle, and the pirates "are perishing of hunger, and eat dogs, cats, and horses."
[72] Dampier, op. cit., 190-194. Swan's crew mutinied in the Philippines and soon afterward Swan was killed. Dampier and others of the crew reached England in another ship.
[73] Letter from viceroy, February 16, 1686, in "México" 55, AGI.
[74] Robles, "Diario", II, pp. 115, 119.

___
[Editor Notes ** Atondo-Kino Expedition to Lower California]

The Atondo-Kino Expedition (1683-1685) was funded by the Spanish King which was unique in Spanish colonial history. The King ordered that the expedition's mission was three fold: explore the little known land the Spanish called the Island of the Californias - now part of the Baja or Lower California peninsula; establish the first permanent settlement and seaport to assist the Manila galleons on their voyages from China; and of paramount importance to the King, convert the Indians to Christianity. Jesuit explorer and cartographer Eusebio Francisco Kino (1665-1711) was Admiral Atondo's ecclesiastical counterpart and the expedition's Royal cosmographer. The expense of supplying the expedition along with the unpredictability of ship transport across the Gulf of California caused the effort to be temporarily abandoned in Fall 1685. The expedition returned to the Mexican mainland to reorganize. Atondo's pearl fishing was a desperate attempt to show the promise of the Californias and the importance of continuing the expedition before Atondo's return. Atondo recovered several miniscule pearls for the King's treasury.

In late November 1685, the expedition was refunded and ready to sail back again to Baja and restart again. Suddenly pirates were raiding along the west coast of the Mexican mainland which threatened the safety of the Manila galleon and its treasure cargo. The viceroy changed Atondo's orders and directed that he sail to protect the galleon. Atondo with Kino convoyed the galleon to Acapulco. When Atondo and Kino returned overland to Mexico City 2 months later, the funding by the King for the return was no longer available. While waiting for his next assignment, Kino ministered to captured pirates who were imprisoned in Mexico City. He wrote the Duchess of Aveiro in Madrid asking that she petition the King to reduce the prison sentences of the pirates. 

The pirate threat to the Manila galleon had ended the Atondo-Kino expedition. But for the next 12 years, Kino lobbied the King for the renewal of the settlement effort. In October 1687, Father Juan María Salvatierra fulfilled Kino's vision. Salvatierra, walking in Kino's footsteps, established the Californias' first permanent settlement at Loreto. This expedition was funded solely by the Jesuit's Pious Fund of the Californias. For the remainder of his life, Kino continued to support the Spanish Californias whose existence was always tenuous. While working for the next 2 decades from his missions in Sonora and Arizona, Kino  was placed in charge of supplying the Californias from the Mexican mainland.

 


Additional Editor Notes:
 
Excellent Glossary beginning on page 245.
Last page: Map of New Spain and Guatemala 1520 - 1775 (left page of 2 pages)] Entire map on pages 25-26.[image: ]
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