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|16| Eusebio Francisco Kino was born on August 10, 1645, in Segno, near Trent, Italy. [1] After elementary schooling at home and in the village school, he continued his studies in Trent from about 1656 to 1662. [2] Inasmuch as Segno is some twenty-one miles directly north of Trent, it is obvious |17| that little Eusebio had to live at the Jesuit school during the school year, and could come home only for the longer vacations such as Christmas, Easter, and the summer. 

In the autumn of 1662, he undertook the first recorded long trip of his life. [3] He had shown exceptional ability in his studies at the school in Trent and was offered a scholarship at the Jesuit College in Hall, Austria, a town situated a few miles east of Innsbruck. The large Tyrolese city lies about eighty miles directly north of Segno. We are not told how Kino reached it. He could have either ridden on horseback or taken the post diligence which linked Trent with Innsbruck via Bozen; even today, the traveler follows the old Roman highway that threads the Brenner Pass. [4] 

Hall was to be his home for the next three years (1662-1665). [5] "Falling desperately ill here, he promised that, if he should recover, he would enter the Society of Jesus and volunteer for the foreign missions. He added Francis to his name in gratitude for the recovery which he attributed to Francis Xavier, Apostle of the Orient". [6] Most likely he returned to Segno only once a year during summer vacations. 

In 1665, he was accepted in Freiburg, Germany, by Father Servilianus Veihelin for the Jesuit Order, and began his training at Landsberg, Bavaria, on November 20, 1665. [7] After the usual two years of formation as a Jesuit novice, he went to study philosophy in Ingolstadt. [8] In 1670, he left |18| Bavaria and crossed the high Alps into northern Tyrol; he had returned to teach literature for the next three years at his Alma Mater in Hall, Austria. [9] 

He went back to Ingolstadt in 1673 for four years of theology. [10] Young Kino had shown such exceptional talent in his studies that two radical changes were allowed in his favor. He was assigned to teach mathematics and various branches of the natural sciences to his fellows Jesuits at the University of Ingolstadt; and, before completing the full theological course lasting four years, he was sent to the University of Freiburg in order to take up more advanced studies in his special fields. [11] Even with ordination to the priesthood in Eichstatt, Bavaria, on June 12, 1677, his long course of training had not yet ended; in Oettingen, Bavaria, a final year of formation awaited the young priest so impatient to be on his way to distant missions. [12] 

The 1678 Bavarian Province catalogue records in a most matter of fact way a prospective adventure which must have caused two hearts to beat faster and two imaginations to conjure up dreams of boundless conquests: "April, 1678. The following two men are on their way to other Jesuit Provinces - Father Anton Kerschpamer has been assigned to the Philippines; and Father Eusebius Chinus, to Mexico". [13] The two missionaries left Oettingen on March 30, 1678. They again crossed the Alps at Innsbruck, visited Hall for, the last time, followed the Sill River to the Brenner Pass, and traveled southward over the old Roman road along the Etsch to Bozen in Tyrol. They then crossed over to Salorno, where Kerschpamer was to enjoy a final visit with his family; Kino continued to nearby Segno. [14] 

They could not tarry long in their native towns because they had to reach the harbor of Genoa by May 2, 1678, |19| although it was not until June 12 that the nineteen Jesuit missionaries actually set sail. [15] 

Thirteen long days in crossing the Mediterranean to Alicante, Spain, initiated the fledgling sailors in the hardships and perils of sea travel. From June 25 to July 3, the missionaries visited the harbor city and its wonders, and practiced their many and strange varieties of Latin and Spanish on their fellow Jesuits and townspeople. [16] 

Bad weather and poor seamanship conspired to delay their ship from reaching Cadiz in time to board the fleet for the Indies. On July 14, as they neared the Spanish harbor, they saw before them the flotilla as it slipped over the horizon with the setting sun. [17] 

First Cadiz for a few days, then Seville for nearly two years, and then Cadiz again - this time for some ten months - were to be Kino's home in Spain. The long wait was not lost in useless fretting: he perfected his knowledge of Spanish, he read more widely in mathematics and science, and made many instruments he would need in the mission field, especially compasses and sundials. [18] 

On July 11, 1680, almost two years to the day after his arrival in Spain, he set sail from Cadiz on the Nazareno. Before the ship could clear the harbor, it ran into a sand bar. Rescue came soon, but passage on another ship to the Indies would make Kino wait more than six months. [19] 

It was during this period of forced waiting that Kino began his correspondence with the Duchess of Aveiro in the hope of getting early passage and of being reassigned to the Far |20| East, the goal of his boyhood dreams. [20] His scientific interests received new impetus from the appearance of an extraordinary comet, which he first sighted and studied in November of 1680. [21] 

Finally, on January 27, 1681, the stranded Jesuit contingent set sail from Cadiz in a special dispatch boat. [22] Despite the terrible risk of sailing without the protection of a convoy, all the missionaries felt fortunate at not having to wait at least a year and a half longer before they could board the next regular fleet for the New World. 

Their voyage from Cadiz, Spain, to Vera Cruz, Mexico, took them through the Canary Islands. On May 1, they put into the Mexican harbor - a trip of over ninety days. [23] 

After a short rest in Vera Cruz to recuperate from the voyage, Kino was once more on his way. He realized that he was now truly in a " new world ", amazed at the wonders which awaited him along the route Cortes had taken 162 years earlier. He visited en route Puebla with its numerous Jesuit schools, its splendid cathedral, and fine churches. A short trip brought him to famed and tragic Cholula. Then came unforgettable Huejotzingo with its superb Franciscan monastery and church. The route now climbed dizzily as he neared the high passes leading into the valley of Mexico and the capital of New Spain. He reached Mexico City about June 1, 1681, more than three years after leaving Oettingen, Bavaria, and even his native Segno. [24] 

|21|
Chapter II On To California (1681-1686) 

Kino was slow to abandon a cherished ideal; but when he was forced to do so, he could always adapt himself to circumstances, and seemingly could create an even higher ideal than that which he was compelled to sacrifice. The latter would be his new vision. As the reader will often have the occasion to observe, each successive vision embraced the earlier ones. Hence, his life was one of amazing growth, not a series of sterile disappointments at lost opportunities. As a young man he had for several years set his heart on working in China ; it was for this vast empire that he studied mathematics and the natural sciences. While in Spain, he resorted to every means to get to the Orient. He continued to do so in Mexico City. But on being appointed by the Mexican Provincial to the Lower California enterprise, Kino devoted himself to his new ideal with an energy and enthusiasm worthy of a lifetime aspiration. We shall see that he can again adjust himself to changed circumstances when the attempts at the conquest of California are so unreasonably abandoned. 

The Conde de Paredes, Viceroy of Mexico, designated Kino royal cosmographer to Admiral Atondo's expedition to Lower California. Father Bernardo Pardo, Jesuit Provincial Superior, appointed him and Father Goñi chaplains of the fleet and missionaries to the natives of the lands to be discovered and explored. [1] The two Mexican bishops, Garabito of Guadalajara, and Escañuela of Durango, fought over the right to name Kino their vicar in "all of California". [2] Atondo had requested Goñi as chaplain; they both came from the 
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Notes
[1] This is the date found in the baptismal register, which the parish priest of Segno kindly showed to me. When Kino entered the Jesuit Order in 1665, he gave as his birthday August 10, 1644. This incorrect information found its way into the monumental SOMMERVOGEL, Bibliothèque, IV, col. 1044; and was copied onto the Library of Congress cards. These, in turn, found their way into countless libraries. It is high time that the wrong date should be corrected. Even Bolton's MPA, I, p. 28, has the wrong date. 
[2] BOLTON, "Rim", p. 30, cites in his English translation one of Kino's letters to the Duchess of Aveiro, which would seem to leave no doubt that Kino went to the Jesuit College in Trent: " ... the college at Trent where we were instructed in our classes and talked together in Italian". Bolton, however, unfamiliar with Latin, completely misunderstood and mistranslated every key word of the passage: " ... collegium nostrum Tridentinum ubi nostri doceant in scholis et concionentur communiter italice". The literal translation of the phrase is: " ... our school at Trent where the Jesuits conduct the classes and usually preach in Italian". Both passages can be found in my edition, "Kino Writes to the Duchess", pp. 84-85 (English translation), and p. 224 (original Latin text). The argument in favor of Kino's attendance at the college in Trent is an indirect one. When Kino went to the Jesuit College in Hall, Austria, he had the equivalent of a high school education. This he could not have received in the tiny hamlet of Segno, but only in Trent, the one city offering such formation in all that region. 
[3] On June 1, 1670, Kino wrote from Ingolstadt to the Jesuit General Oliva in Rome, saying that he had fallen ill at the Hall College seven years previously, that is in 1663; cf. TACCHI-VENTURI, "Sei lettere", pp. 9-10. The message is summarized and translated in part in "Rim", pp. 33-34.
[4] See any good map of the area; e.g. KÜMMERLY & FREY, "Autokarte: Italien".
[5] This information is furnished by Kino's letters (cf. supra, note 3) and the catalogues of the Upper German Province ("Catalogi provinciae Germaniae Superioris"); of the latter sources, I have consulted the following from the Central Jesuit Archives (ARSJ): ""Germ. Super."" 23, 24, 25, 47, 47b, which contain data on Kino's Province from 1649 to 1679.
[6] Quoted from KC, p. 3.
[7] Data from ARSJ, "Germ. Super." 25, p. 51, and "Germ. Super." 47, f. 414.
[8] Information furnished by ARSJ, "Germ. Super." 25, ff. 324v and 422v, and "Germ. Super." 47, f. 450. 
[9] The catalogue for 1672-1673 (preserved in ARSJ, "Germ. Super." 47, f. 449) gives this information.
[10] Data from ARSJ, "Germ. Super." 47b, p. 21.
[11] See KC, p. 3, and references given there. 
[12] Information furnished by ARSJ, "Germ. Super." 47, f. 565.
[13] Data found on the same folio as that cited in the preceding note.
[14] Consult the map cited supra, note 4. 
[15] Cf. "Rim", pp. 40-41.
[16] See KC, p. 4; an extensive description of Alicante can be found in MADOZ, "Diccionario" I, pp. 607-650 (province) and 650-667 (city). MADOZ, p. 664, has high praise for the Alicanteans: "Los alicantinos son despejados y las mujeres graciosas; tienen buenos modales debidos en gran parte al continuo trato con personas de diversas naciones, y por 10 mismo su sociedad es muy fina y agradable". 
[17] Consult KC, p. 4.
[18] Cf. "Rim", p. 51; KC, p. 4. On Seville, see MADOZ, "Diccionario", XIV, pp. 209-292 (audiencia) and 292-434 (city) ; on Cadiz cf. op. cit., V, pp. 115-155 (province), pp. 155-158 (bay), and pp. 158-231 (city). 
[19] See my "Kino Writes to the Duchess", pp. 69-106, note 5. 
[20] My two editions of Kino's correspondence with the Duchess deal at great length with this theme.
[21] Consult KC, p. 16, and Plate III (between pp. 20-21).
[22] Cf. my edition of "Kino Writes to the Duchess", pp. 105-106, 234-235.
[23] See my KC, p. 5, and references given there.
[24] Consult KC, pp. 4-5. 
[1] See "Rim", pp. 87-94. 
[2]Cf. "Rim", pp. 92-94, 97-99. 
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